A HISTORY OF POLAND
had broken out and been in its turn defeated, and nothing
remained for him to do but to return disconsolately, a
spirit likewise broken, to his exile in Paris. And there,
on 3rd April of the following year, he died.
Sigismund Krasinski, whose name has been already
mentioned here, is generally known in Poland as the
"Anonymous Poet." The title arose from his long
reluctance to sign his works, overwhelmingly popular
though they were in Poland even during his lifetime.
His reason it is not hard to understand: his father, a
brilliant officer under Napoleon, had since turned
renegade and become a puppet in die hands of the Czar.
His grandfather was a leader of the famous Confederation
of Bar, and with his heroic fellows struggled for years
against the oppressor ; later joining Lafayette in America
and falling honourably on the battlefield before Savannah.
The Anonymous Poet himself was born in Paris on
February 9,1812, and the Emperor Napoleon agreed to
stand sponsor at his baptism. His entry into literature
as a student in Warsaw, lay in the writing of historical
romances in the style of our own Scott. Later the shame
that came upon him at the apostasy of his father drove
him into exile at Geneva, where the struggle between his
filial instincts and his fidelity to the cause of Poland first
inspired him to poetry. One of his earliest and best
known works he called, in noble parody of the great
Italian, The Undivine Comedy. Of his work Indian,
the story of a Greek slave's hatred, resentment, and
struggle against the Empire of Rome, one critic has said:
" It is a whole world of antiquity carved in the marble
of Paros by the hand of a Michael-Angelo." Its publica-
tion at once raised its unknown author into the first rank
of contemporary poets. The appearance of " The Psalms
of the Future," of "The Dawn," and "The Uncompleted
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